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Hello and happy summer! This year's robust  summer monsoon season has been a relief, part icularly after such an 
early and devastat ing f ire season. New  Mexico now  looks about  as green as it  ever gets. COVID-19 cases are st ill 
high w ith Omicron BA.5 but  w ith much less severe illness or hospitalizat ions. 

This edit ion of the PathFINDER highlights our annual summer t ransit ions w ith announcements about  our 
graduat ing students, postdocs, residents, and fellows followed by the arrival of our clinical t rainees, the newest  
members of our department . Congratulat ions to all our graduates and best  of luck in your future endeavors. We 
extend a hearty welcome to our new ly arrived t rainees. 

In this issue we are hearing from a number of our facult y. Dr. Heather Jarrell is our new  ( interim since 20 20  and 
permanent  since 20 21) Chief Medical Invest igator. Dr. Jarrell highlights the immense challenges of running a large 
medical invest igator off ice in a state w ith limited resources and chronic understaff ing. This challenging situat ion 
became even more so during the past  few  years due to the pandemic, the opioid epidemic, and deaths from other 
drugs and homicides.

Moving on to UNM Hospital, our two Pathologists? Assistant  facult y, PAs Marlena Chavez and Emily Volp icelli, 
provide a g limpse into daily life in the UNM Hospital Gross Room where these highly t rained professionals address 
whatever comes their way via the UNMH operat ing rooms. The two of them are essent ial facult y members and 
have a crit ical educat ional role in t raining our residents and fellows in gross anatomy, d issect ion, and clinical 
decision making. Our anatomic pathology service relies heavily on their expert ise to provide the best  in pat ient  
care.

Dr. Diane Lidke, our Vice Chair for Research, provides our research profile and takes us into her lab illuminat ing her 
research into cell-signaling pathways ut ilizing a variety of modalit ies. Her work integrates the d iscip lines of 
b iophysics, b ioimaging and quant itat ive b iology to elucidate protein-protein interact ions and st ructure-funct ion 
relat ionships and has made her an internat ional leader in her f ield . Among other honors, Dr. Like was the recip ient  
of the 20 22 UNM HSC Annual Excellence in Research Award for Basic Science Research. 

Thank you to all of you for everything you do for our department  and 
mission. I feel t ruly honored to be your chair and am grateful for our 
staff, t rainees, and facult y.

W ishing you all a fulf illing summer w ith safe t ravels and good health.

NANCY JOSTE, MD

Professor & Chair of Pathology

Please follow  us on Facebook, Instagram and Tw it ter.
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FEATURE

UNWAVERING DEDICATION

THE NEW  MEXICO OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR

BY HEATHER JARRELL, MD, CHIEF MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR

How would  you describe the t ransit ion to your leadership  role as Chief  Medical Invest igator?

I became the Interim Chief on April 1, 20 20  (April Fools? Day), which was the beginning of the pandemic in 
NM, and the permanent  Chief the follow ing year. There really wasn?t  much t ime to think about  the t ransit ion 
as much as I would have liked to have prepared for it . We were so busy t rying to get  the refrigerated t rucks 
init ially and then I spent  the next  two years t rying to get  the t rucks moved out . I?m ext remely fortunate to be 
surrounded by some pret t y amazing mentors and colleagues who have been support ive throughout  this 
t ime. The OMI facult y and staff have admirable and unwavering dedicat ion for serving families. W ithout  their 
dedicat ion and teamwork, we undoubtedly would have experienced the autopsy backlogs that  other off ices 
saw  during the pandemic. 

How  is t he OMI d if ferent  f rom other medical examiners? off ices?

Not  to brag (ok, maybe a lit t le) , but  the OMI is one of the most  well-respected medical examiner off ices in 
the count ry (g iving all t he credit  to my predecessors). Prior to the arrival of a CT scanner, the OMI was 
well-known for having many d if ferent  t ypes of cases that  would ensure that  t rainees were well prepared for 
their careers upon complet ion of their fellowship. The const ruct ion of a BSL-3 lab is definitely unique to 
medical examiner off ices across the count ry, which also allowed us to largely avoid a mad scramble and 
panic phase when COVID-19 hit , as we were already well-equipped to handle those autopsies. Acquiring a CT 
scanner was a landmark event  for the OMI, as very few  off ices were fortunate enough to have one. The OMI 
has been at  the forefront  of the use of technology in this regard, which has really allowed us to supplant  and 
supplement  autopsies, adapt ing to pract ice w ith it s cont ribut ions. 

W hat  were some of t he challenges faced by the OMI over t he past  two years?

The OMI has been able to hire four forensic pathologists over the course of the past  year, w ith two fellows 
who w ill be start ing as facult y this summer/ fall. The nat ionw ide forensic pathologist  shortage has 
signif icant ly impacted many medical examiner off ices, w ith increasing opiate and other drug deaths, 
homicides, and pandemic-related deaths st raining an overburdened system to the point  of exhaust ion. The 
dedicat ion and commitment  of the OMI facult y and staff has been enduring. 

W hat  are your favorite moments?

My favorite part  about  my job is get t ing complicated cases where you?re init ially really stumped and you 
have no idea what  the person d ied from on the date of autopsy, but  then all of the p ieces come together to 
g ive you the answer and you?re able to g ive the family an answer as to why their loved one d ied. One such 
case was a young man in his late 20 s who was found deceased. His autopsy showed nearly non-existent  
adrenal g lands and a small thyroid g land. Toxicology was negat ive for alcohol and common drugs of abuse.  
Vit reous elect rolytes showed hyponat remia and histology demonst rated a p ituicytoma that  ult imately 
caused his death. This is one of those cases that  is probably once in a lifet ime and only an autopsy would 
have provided the answer. So much of what  we do as forensic pathologists is so t ragic, and our daily ?norm? 
gets completely skewed such that  we have to make a conscious shift  back to everyone else?s ?norms.? Cases 
like these are rewarding and are often the assurances that  what  we?re doing is worth the mental st rain that  
so much of our job demands.    
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How d id  you choose the UNM Pathology 
Department  and Off ice of  t he Medical Invest igator?

I met  some of the OMI Pathologists during an AAFS 
(American Academy of Forensic Sciences) meet ing 
when I was a fellow. I?d always known that  the OMI 
was a w idely respected program, so I applied for 
the posit ion and came out  for an interview. Once I 
saw  the facilit y, I knew  that  I should begin my career 
at  the OMI. Init ially, it  was d if f icult  to leave Virg inia, 
one of the greenest  states in the count ry, and one 
that  I always admired for it s beauty. Transit ioning 
from East  Coast  life took some t ime, but  now  I f ind 
that  when I visit  t he East  Coast , I miss the New  
Mexico climate, food, and scenery.  



Describe a t yp ical day in t he UNMH Gross Room. 

A  t yp ical day in the Gross Room is f illed w ith lots of communicat ion and teamwork. We begin by d iscussing 
clinical histories of ant icipated resect ions. This drives our workflow  as we d ivide cases to be grossed and 
p lan for frozen sect ions. If  you were to walk into the Gross Room, you may see us cut t ing an amputat ion on 
the bone saw. We may be weighing a mass so large, the nurse had to wheel it  in on a cart . We might  be 
photographing a tumor or inking the margins of a specimen sent  for frozen sect ion. You may f ind us at  the 
resident?s bench d iscussing a pathological process or going over anatomy. Every day, PAs, pathologists, 
residents, and staff come together to achieve the best  possib le outcome for our pat ients.

Continued on page 7    

FEATURE

THE ROLE OF THE PATHOLOGISTS' ASSISTANT

UNM HOSPITAL GROSS ROOM

BY MARLENA CHAVEZ, PA, SENIOR LECTURER III, AND EMILY VOLPICELLI, PA, LECTURER II 

W hat  is t he role of  t he UNM Patholog ist s? Assistants?

UNM Pathologists? Assistants manage the Gross Room under the d irect ion of 
our Anatomic Pathologists. We are in a posit ion of high visib ilit y as we interact  
w ith t rainees at  all levels, allied health care professionals, clinicians, and 
surgeons. We are experts in the macroscopic examinat ion, d issect ion, and 
d ictat ion of all surg ical specimens. The specimens we gross range from simple 
appendectomies to complex oncologic resect ions and we maintain an 
impressive library of gross photographs of our most  complex cases dat ing 
back to 20 0 1. Our job often begins even before specimens are received in the 
Gross Room as we engage in numerous pre-analyt ical tasks from ensuring 
proper specimen collect ion to assist ing clinicians w ith t issue t riag ing 
quest ions. Throughout  the day, we perform int raoperat ive consultat ions 
including frozen sect ions, which is a technique for rapid d iagnosis to guide 
peri-operat ive pat ient  management . We allocate t issue for ancillary studies 
like f low  cytomet ry and cytogenet ics, crit ical for our subset  of pediat ric and 

bone and soft  t issue tumors. We also have a major role in resident  t raining. W ith us, residents learn 
d issect ion techniques and gain understanding of sect ions required to properly sign out  a case.

How  is t his ro le impacted by t he three ent it ies: UNM Department  of  
Pathology, UNM Hospital, and TriCore Reference Laboratories?

As facult y lecturers in the Department  of Pathology, we have clinical, 
educat ional, and research responsib ilit ies. Our clinical work consists of 
performing the aforement ioned Anatomic Pathology services. In our role as 
educators, we teach residents the princip les of gross examinat ion through 
grossing quizzes, formal lectures, gross photo unknowns, and d irect  
inst ruct ion on d issect ion of surg ical specimens. For research, we support  
UNM?s Human Tissue Repository by d ist ribut ing t issue to be banked for future 
studies. We also collect  pediat ric tumors for the Children?s Oncology Group, 
and assist  in clinical t rials for pat ients consented at  UNM?s Cancer Center. 
School of Medicine researchers are welcome to visit  our gross room to bet ter 
visualize and understand pathology aspects of the tumors they study. Our 
Anatomic Pathology services cover specimens received from four main sites: 
UNMH main operat ing rooms, Barbara and Bill Richardson Pavilion (BBRP), 
Outpat ient  Surgery and Imaging Services (OSIS), and Sandoval Regional Medical Center (SRMC). TriCore 
Reference Laboratories completes the last  step of our work as they provide histology services. Each day, we 
submit  hundreds of casset tes containing t issues that  are processed, paraff in embedded, sect ioned and H&E 
stained to be d ist ributed to our pathologists.  
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Top: Emily works on a huge ovarian mass received 
for frozen sect ion. She is weighing, inking, and 
sect ioning, in order to choose an area to freeze to 
determine if  malignant  or benign.

Center: Marlena inks a sarcoma after a surgeon 
oriented it . 

Bot tom: Marlena works on a sp leen, show ing the 
cut  surface. An interest ing case that  was d if fusely 
involved by CMML, Chronic Myelomonocyt ic 
Leukemia. 
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Continued from page 6

How do PAs interact  w it h t he residents and various t rainees on rotat ion?

UNM PAs not  only work w ith pathology residents, but  we also welcome and inspire the interests of other 
curious minds, from undecided undergraduate students, to surg ical oncology fellows. The t rainee schedules 
are determined by factors such as career path, t ime allowance, and/ or level of interest / educat ion. Our 
residents spend three, two-month, rotat ions w ith us on surg ical pathology; during that  t ime, they maintain a 
three-day cycle of grossing, preview ing slides, and signing-out . The PAs are cont inuously availab le to 
oversee and guide all t rainees during their t ime in the gross room. As dedicated PAs, we provide excellent  
pat ient  care, and expect  no less from the t rainees. We st ress the importance ut ilizing all availab le resources, 
including pat ient  history, operat ive notes, manuals, and the Faxit ron, our breast  radiograph inst rument  which 
allows us to precisely localize breast  lesions. We teach proper grossing techniques and sampling and offer 
edit ing suggest ions to gross descrip t ions to help ensure both adequacy and clarit y for each case. In the end, 
our goal is that  the t rainee gains the comfort  and confidence required to accurately gross independent ly.

W hat  were some of t he challenges you faced over t he past  two years?

A long w ith daily teaching, the PAs prepare and present  Grossing 10 1 lectures to our f irst -year pathology 
residents and any other t rainees that  may be rotat ing though. Prior to the COVID pandemic, these lectures 
were predominant ly delivered in the gross room through hands-on experiences using mock specimens. 
Because d istancing mandates forced us to eliminate the hands-on interact ions, we instead had to fully 
prepare PowerPoint  lectures to be delivered via Zoom. It  was challenging to collect , organize and deliver 
grossing informat ion in a capt ivat ing and effect ive manner via Zoom; however, we d id learn and solid ify a 
great  deal of know ledge in the preparat ion. Another repercussion of COVID is a recent  increase in complex 
specimens. The early days of the pandemic init iated a decrease in pat ients seeking t reatment  and/ or 
preventat ive care, w ith a resultant  decline in the number of surg ical specimens. Now  that  society is f low ing 
again, and since most  pathological condit ions refuse to clear on their own, we have been seeing an increase 
of these delayed, now  complex, cases.

W hat  are your favorite moments?

Every day in the gross room brings about  good t imes. Group d iscussions about  staging, post -sign out  
gross/ histology correlat ions, show ing each other cases, sharing know ledge, harmoniously conquering 
count less frozens, or naturally working as a team all make for good t imes in the gross room. Watching the 
residents and other t rainees grow  toward and conquer independence equate to great  t imes. The best  
moment , however, is walking out  the door every day know ing that  we worked to the absolute best  of our 
abilit y to provide excellent  pat ient  care.     
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I have had the p leasure of being a New  Mexico State Delegate for The College of American Pathologists 
(CAP) since March 20 21. The CAP is a st rong advocacy group for pathologists, which is part icularly 
important  for our reimbursement  and wages. This academic year, I at tended the House of Delegates (HOD) 
meet ings in Chicago (September 20 21) and virtually in early May 20 22. I was able to virtually meet  w ith 
representat ives from Senators Mart in Heinrich?s and Ben Lujan?s off ices during Hill Day, where I advocated 
for an extension of the 3% provider relief in protect ing Medicare from sequester cuts act , co-sponsorship of 
the resident  physician shortage reduct ion act  of 20 21 and co-sponsorship of the prevent  pandemics act . 
Senators Mart in Heinrich and Ben Lujan and Representat ive Melanie Stansbury have been invited to visit  our 
laboratories at  UNMH and TriCore in the coming months.  

It  has also been an honor to serve as a UNM School of Medicine facult y senator since July 20 20 . This 
academic year, the facult y senate was inst rumental in UNM?s d ivest ing from fossil fuel as well as the 
leg islat ive f inance commit tee?s success in increasing salaries. The senate is heavily involved in UNM 20 40 , a 
20 -year aspirat ional vision for UNM (opportunit y.unm.edu/ ) . I have been re-elected to serve this role through 
June 20 24.

Please reach out  to me w ith any issues you would like brought  up w ith the CAP HOD or UNM Facult y Senate.

FEATURE

REPRESENTING PATHOLOGY: UNM AND BEYOND
BY NADJA FALK, MD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

Dr. Nadja Falk meet ing virtually w ith Claire Wengrod from Senator Mart in Heinrich?s off ice during Hill Day, May 20 22.

https://opportunity.unm.edu/
https://opportunity.unm.edu/


Continued from page 9

As we come to the end of the academic year, we know  that  these fellows are not  only excellent  
d iagnost icians and pract it ioners, but  also amazing colleagues and consummate professionals. We are proud 
of them, and we look forward to seeing where they may t ravel in what  are certain to be impact ful and 
excit ing careers. We are so p leased that  these outstanding physicians joined our ?friendly associat ion? of 
UNM Hematopathology along the way. 

FELLOWSHIPS

CYTOPATHOLOGY
BY  NADJA FALK, MD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR CYTOPATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP 
PROGRAM

Anthony ?Jake? Emanuel, MD 

Dr. Jake Emanuel received his medical degree from and completed his AP/ CP 
Residency at  the Medical Universit y of South Carolina (MUSC). During his t ime 
w ith us Dr. Emanuel took on an especially important  project , assist ing our f low  
cytomet ry laboratory w ith the development  and validat ion of test ing for the T-cell 
receptor (TCR) beta chain constant  region (TRBC1), an excit ing new  st rategy for 
the assessment  and d iagnosis of T-cell lymphoproliferat ive d isorders.  After 
graduat ion, Dr. Emanuel w ill complete a Surg ical Pathology fellowship at  MUSC, 
and then enter pract ice w ith Dominion Pathology Associates in Roanoke, Virg inia.

The Universit y of New  Mexico Department  of Pathology is 
p leased to recognize our graduat ing cytopathology fellow, Dr. 
Arwyn Cunningham. Dr. Cunningham at tended osteopathic 
school at  The Universit y of Pikeville ? Kentucky College. She 
completed her AP /  CP pathology residency at  The Universit y 
of South Dakota ? Sanford School of Medicine, where she 
served as chief resident . Prior to her cytopathology fellowship, 
she completed a very intensive surg ical pathology fellowship 
at  The Universit y of Texas Medical Branch at  Galveston. During 
the course of her fellowship, Dr. Cunningham has honed her 
d iagnost ic skills and become outstanding at  performing 
ult rasound-guided f ine needle aspirat ions. She w ill be joining 
Genesis Medical in Quad Cit ies, Iowa, a hospital-based 
pract ice. We would like to take this opportunit y to thank Dr. 
Cunningham for her hard work, resident  /  medical student  
teaching and the many improvements she has made to the 
service overall.

Stephanie Holdener, MD 

Dr. Stephanie Holdener received her MD degree from the Universit y of South 
Florida Morsani College of Medicine. Her AP/ CP residency t raining was at  Baylor 
College of Medicine, and she joined our department  after her Cytopathology 
Fellowship at  MD Anderson Cancer Center. As befit s a board cert if ied 
cytopathologist , Dr. Holdener has d ist inguished herself as an ace morphologist  
and d iagnost ician during the year. She has recent ly published studies on CNS 
int ravascular lymphoma and FNA diagnosis of metastat ic melanoma. Dr. Holdener 
w ill be enjoying the Rockies after she journeys up I-25 to enter pract ice at  Denver 
Health. She says she is already p lanning her return visit s to A lbuquerque.

We would  like to welcome our incoming 
20 22-23 Cytopathology Fellow :

Elise Venable, MBBS 

Dr. Elise Venable received her MBBS from Universit y of Queensland, Aust ralia, and 
came to UNM after her AP/ CP Residency at  Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN. Dr. 
Venable has d ist inguished herself as an except ional communicator, and quickly 
became a favorite ?go to? hematopathologist  for many of our d iverse clients and 
clinicians when they had quest ions on complicated cases. Dr. Venable has been 
honored by ASCP as a Top 40  under Forty in pathology and laboratory medicine 
and has served on the CAP Cytogenet ics commit tee. We are fortunate that  Dr. 
Venable w ill remain in our department  for one more year, as she completes her 
Molecular Genet ic Pathology fellowship here at  UNM. 

Merry (Beth)  Sprad ling, DO

Degree: DO from Arizona College of Medicine, Midwestern Universit y, Glendale AZ 

AP/ CP Residency: Centura Health at  Penrose-St . Francis 

Coming from Colorado Springs, CO
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FELLOWSHIPS

HEMATOPATHOLOGY 
BY DAVID CZUCHLEW SKI, MD, PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR HEMATOPATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM, 
DIVISION DIVISION CHIEF HEMATOPATHOLOGY

The Oxford d ict ionary offers two definit ions for the term ?fellowship.? The f irst , more bureaucrat ic definit ion 
is ?the status of a fellow  in a college or society.? Our four outstanding Hematopathology fellows this year 
have indeed been fellows in such an organizat ion ( i.e., our department  and medical center) . But  the second 
definit ion expands upon the concept  of fellowship in an important  way: ?a friendly associat ion, especially 
w ith people who share one?s interests.? This hint  of colleg ialit y and solidarit y st rikes me as part icularly apt  
when I consider our group for the 20 21-20 22 academic year. The members of this graduat ing class t ruly 
stand out  for their degree of camaraderie and easy cooperat ion, and for the mutual respect  they have for 
one another.            Continued on page 10

Feras Zaiem, MD 

Dr. Feras Zaiem received his MD from the Universit y of Damascus School of 
Medicine, and completed AP/ CP Residency at  Wayne State Universit y/ Det roit  
Medical Center. We f irst  met  Dr. Zaiem when he elected to spend a rotat ion at  
UNM as a visit ing resident  in hematopathology, during which t ime it  became 
readily apparent  that  he was a terrif ic budding hematopathologist  and we 
successfully recruited him to the fellowship. We feel an especially close working 
relat ionship w ith Dr. Zaiem, as our work together st retches back over so many 
years now. Dr. Zaiem has a part icular interest  in therapy-related myeloid 
neoplasms, and has cont ributed to the Bone Marrow  Pathology group in this area. 
Dr. Zaiem w ill next  complete an Oncologic Pathology fellowship at  Memorial 
Sloan-Ket tering Cancer Center in New  York Cit y. 



FELLOWSHIPS

FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 
BY DR. LAUREN DECKER, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR,FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

I think we can all agree, but  I w ill be the f irst  to say, we w ill dearly miss our 20 21-20 22 Forensic Pathology 
Fellows. Luckily, we w ill be keeping two on facult y at  the OMI! This years? group of fellows have been a 
challenge in the best  way possib le. Not  only do they understand the most  complex concepts in forensics, 
they push boundaries of what  is normally done, set  the standards higher, and quest ion the normal standards 
by which forensic pathologists hold themselves accountable. It  has been a unique learning experience to 
have such eager and know ledgeable fellows this year. I am so proud of their progress and grow th and want  
to thank them for all t hey have done for the off ice and taught  me during this year. 

Daniel Gallego, MD

Dr. Gallego received his medical degree at  the Universidad del Valle in Columbia. 
He completed anatomic and clinical pathology residency, as well as a 
hematopathology fellowship, at  the Universit y of Washington in Seat t le. As a 
board cert if ied hematopathologist , he started his fellowship by int roducing b lood 
smears and touch preps to the off ice, set t ing up a mini staining stat ion at  his 
desk. His fellowship here has been one of learning, both for at tendings and 
t rainees. He is always using the literature to delve deeper into top ics and already 
has several projects ongoing. We are so lucky to have him cont inue on as facult y 
next  year. I am excited to see what  his innovat ive ways of thinking w ill bring our 
f ield . 

Michael Harrell, MD

Dr. Harrell received his medical degree from Case Western Reserve School of 
Medicine in Cleveland. He is well known to UNM as he completed his anatomic 
and clinical pathology here prior to fellowship. Dr. Harrell is also well known for 
his unique sense of humor and often laughing can be heard down the hall when 
he?s around. In a f ield  like ours, laughter is the best  medicine. But  aside from 
humor, Dr. Harrell is known for asking probing and insight ful quest ions about  our 
f ield , incit ing out  of the box thinking that  keeps us all on our toes. He was also 
ext remely act ive in teaching t rainees and rotators who visit  our off ice. Next  year, 
he w ill be working at  the Los Angeles Medical Examiner?s Off ice, where he can be 
w ith his f iancée, Dr. Suddock. 

A idan Kerr, MD

Dr. Kerr received his medical degree from Temple Universit y in Philadelphia. He 
stayed in Pennsylvania for residency, complet ing anatomic and clinical pathology 
t raining at  Thomas Jefferson Universit y Hospital. During his fellowship here, he 
has been the quiet  and even-keeled fellow. He is no nonsense, get t ing his work 
done eff icient ly to be home w ith his w ife and kids, one of whom was born right  
in the middle of his fellowship. Despite having a newborn at  home, Dr. Kerr has 
always been reliab le in his work. It ?s like st ress doesn?t  even touch him. He w ill 
make a great  facult y mentor next  year at  the OMI. 

Kaia Adams, MD 

Degree: MD, MS from Saba Universit y School of Medicine, Saba, Dutch Caribbean 

AP/ CP Residency: South Dakota State Universit y, Brookings, SD 

Coming from Sioux Falls, SD

Michael Franklin, DO

Degree: DO from Pacif ic Northwest  Universit y of Health Sciences College of 
Osteopathic Medicine  

AP/ CP Residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Staying here in A lbuquerque, NM

Jordan Redemann, MD

Degree: MD from Universit y of Oklahoma College of Medicine

AP/ CP Residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Staying here in A lbuquerque, NM

Andres Mind iola Romero, MD 

Degree: MD from Universit y of Zulia School of Medicine, Maracaibo, Venezuela  

AP/ CP Residency: Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 

Coming from Lebanon, NH 

We would  like to welcome our new  20 22-23 Hematopathology fellows:
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FELLOWSHIPS

MOLECULAR GENETIC PATHOLOGY 
BY MOHAMMAD VASEF, MD, PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR MOLECULAR GENETIC PATHOLOGY 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

The Universit y of New  Mexico Molecular Genet ic Pathology (MGP) Fellowship program is p leased to 
recognize our outstanding MGP fellows graduat ing on June 30 , 20 22. Dr. S. Burke Van Norman and Dr. 
Philip  M. Barber have been invaluable assets to our Department  of Pathology and TriCore Molecular 
Diagnost ic Laboratory in new  molecular genet ic tests opt imizat ion and validat ions. Burke and Phil had 
impressive performance in all areas of the MGP fellowship w ith excellent  evaluat ions from all rotat ion 
d irectors. Both Phil and Burke p layed a signif icant  role in all aspects of molecular genet ic pathology 
services including integrat ion of morphology w ith next  generat ion sequencing result s that  is so crucial in 
pat ient  management  and crit ical t reatment -related decisions by the clinical team in the era of personalized 
medicine.

Despite the ongoing COVID pandemic and it s associated limitat ions, Phil and Burke were very much 
engaged in everyday act ivit ies in their d if ferent  rotat ions w ith excellent  evaluat ions from all rotat ion 
d irectors. Most  recent ly, they joint ly put  together a comprehensive guide for t riag ing and for analysis of our 
complex NGS myeloid gene panel which I included in our fellow  orientat ion package. I very much thank 
them for the nice job. You both raised the bar high for our future fellows.  

We would  like to welcome our new  20 22-23 Forensic Fellows: 
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Harley Schainost , MD

From A lbuquerque, New  Mexico

The Universit y of New  Mexico for AP/ CP residency

Kimberly Johnson, MD

From Milwaukee, W isconsin

Medical College of W isconsin for AP/ CP residency

Brit t any DePasquale, MD

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Hospital of the Universit y of Pennsylvania for AP/ CP residency

Children?s Hospital of Philadelphia for pediat ric pathology

Natalie Taylor, MD 

From Madison, W isconsin

Universit y of W isconsin Hospital for AP/ CP residency

Jolee Suddock, DO

Dr. Suddock received her medical degree from Oklahoma State Universit y College 
of Osteopathic Medicine. She was also one of our stellar residents, complet ing her 
anatomic and clinical pathology residency here at  UNM. She is one of the most  
agreeable and kind people I have ever met  and she t reats everyone w ith respect  
and compassion, including d if f icult  to handle family members which is a valuable 
tool. She took init iat ive w ith her work from day one of fellowship, act ively 
volunteering for d if f icult  cases, doing more than her fair share of invest igat ive leg 
work, and pouring over p iles of medical records. We are equal parts sad and 
excited for her to move onto a neuropathology fellowship at  Universit y of 
Southern California in Los Angeles. (Pictured w ith her f iancé Dr. Harrell)  

Audra Kerw in, MD

After joining the Forensics Fellowship Program mid-year, Audra Kerw in, MD, w ill 
be staying w ith us through 20 22 complet ing her off-cycle fellowship. Please 
check on her after the month of June when she was the only fellow  taking all t he 
cases!  

Philip  M. Barber, MBBS
Dr. Philip  M. Barber (Phil)  received his medical degree from Universit y of 
Queensland School of Medicine in Aust ralia. He d id his AP/ CP residency in 
Orlando Health Department  of Pathology in Florida followed by a 
hematopathology fellowship in Washington Universit y in St . Louis before he 
came to UNM for his fellowship in Molecular Pathology. Phil is joining 
W ilmington Pathology Associates in North Carolina.

Steven Burke Van Norman, MD

Dr. Steven Burke Van Norman (Burke) received his medical degree from the 
College of Medicine at  Duke Universit y, in North Carolina in 20 16. He then 
completed his combined anatomic and clinical pathology residency t raining 
and a hematopathology fellowship at  the Universit y of Michigan before he 
came to UNM for his molecular pathology fellowship. Burke is joining Utah 
Pathology Services in Salt  Lake Cit y.  



FELLOWSHIPS

SURGICAL PATHOLOGY 
BY SHW ETA AGARWAL MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR SURGICAL PATHOLOGY 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

We would  also like to welcome our incoming 20 22-23 Surg ical 
Pathology Fellow :

We congratulate our graduat ing fellows and would  like to welcome our new  
20 22-23 Molecular Genet ic Pathology Fellows:
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Elise Venable, MBBS 

Degree: MBBS from Universit y of Queensland 

AP/ CP Residency: Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN

Hematopathology Fellowship: The Universit y of New  Mexico  

Staying here in A lbuquerque, NM 

Ashish Pat il, MBBS, PhD

Degree: MBBS from Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College, Ind ia 

AP/ CP Residency: Louisiana State Universit y Health Sciences Center, 
Shreveport , LA 

Coming from Miami, FL 

Nathan Ryan, MD
Dr. Nathan Ryan received his MD degree from St . George?s Universit y 
School of Medicine (SGU). Grenada, West  Ind ies in 20 16. He completed 
his AP/ CP pathology residency t raining at  Augusta Universit y Medical 
Center (AUMC), in Augusta, GA, in 20 20 , followed by cytopathology 
fellowship at  Medical Universit y of South Carolina (MUSC), Charleston, 
SC, before joining UNM as surg ical pathology fellow. During his 
fellowship, Dr. Ryan has become proficient  in d iagnosis of both cancer 
as well as non-cancer cases spanning a large variety of organ systems. 
He has also part icipated in resident  educat ion by teaching them both at  
the scope as well as during "Unknown conferences." 

Dr. Ryan w ill be t ransit ioning to a general surg ical pathology pract ice at  
Delta Pathology, Louisiana. On behalf of all AP facult y, I w ish Dr. Ryan all 
t he best  in his future endeavors.   

Ryland Richards, MD

MD from State Universit y of New  York Upstate Medical Universit y, Syracuse, 
New  York

AP/ CP Residency: Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Coming from Lebanon, New  Hampshire



FELLOWSHIPS

TRANSFUSION MEDICINE
BY JOSEPH GRIGGS, DO, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR TRANSFUSION MEDICINE 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM 

RESIDENT GRADUATION

MICHAEL FRANKLIN, DO  
BY DEVON CHABOT-RICHARDS, MD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, VICE CHAIR FOR EDUCATION, 
DIRECTOR FOR DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION, DIRECTOR OF THE MOLECULAR 
DIAGNOSTICS  AND ONCOLOGY LABORATORY
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Throughout  her residency, she has also worked on projects including validat ion of an ult rasensit ive in situ 
hybrid izat ion assay for kappa and lambda light  chains and a d ig ital pathology project  evaluat ing neural 
network analysis of gast rit is specimens. I am so p leased that  Michael w ill be staying w ith us for a 
hematopathology fellowship and am looking forward to seeing all t hat  she accomplishes in her career.

.
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Dennis Sosnovske, MD
Dr. Sosnovske earned his MD from Oregon Health & Sciences Universit y 
and completed his AP/ CP residency here at  the Universit y of New  Mexico. 
During Dennis?s t ime at  UNM, he had mult ip le abst racts and presented 
posters at  ISLH, AACC, and ASFA. He was involved w ith numerous Qualit y 
improvement  projects and gave an oral presentat ion at  the local Qualit y 
Improvement  Pat ient  Safety (QIPS) seminar. He was heavily involved in 
resident  educat ion and residency advocacy, serving on the Resident  
Council and several hospital task forces, including the Duty Hour, 
Curriculum, and Right  Size Task Forces. Follow ing his Blood Banking and 
Transfusion Medicine Fellowship, Dennis w ill be entering pract ice at  the 
Universit y of Kansas Medical Center.

Dr. Michael Franklin entered her pathology residency w ith 
rather more know ledge about  microscopes than the average 
resident - and even more than the average facult y member! 
Prior to entering medical school at  Pacif ic Northwest  Universit y 
of Health Sciences, Michael worked as a microscopy technician 
for Zeiss MicroImaging at  Marine Biological Laboratory and 
even published a book of photomicrographs, Magnoliophyta: 
The Microscopic World of Flowering Plants.

I was p leased when she took an interest  in hematopathology 
during her residency and was impressed w ith her intelligence, 
thought fulness, and hard work. I collaborated w ith Michael on 
w rit ing a chapter on RNA test ing in large B-cell lymphomas, a 
subject  to which she d id not  have much previous exposure, and 
was p leasant ly surprised by her highly organized and careful 
approach to searching the literature, educat ing herself, and 
put t ing together an incredib ly well-w rit ten chapter. I would 
happily collaborate w ith her on any future research or w rit ing 
projects!



RESIDENT GRADUATION

KAITLYN NIELSON, MD 
BY JULIE HARRINGTON, MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, ALBUQUERQUE VETERANS' 
ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER 
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Another project  looked at  using deep learning convolut ional neural networks to d if ferent iate pat terns of 
colit is. W hile it ?s clear her passion lies in the f ield  of surg ical pathology, her alt ruist ic interests are ref lected in 
her involvement  t raining pathology residents on pat ient  safety w ithin the Associat ion of Pathology Chairs 
Residency Program Directors workgroup. In her spare t ime Kait lyn also enjoys t raveling, running, baking and 
psychological thrillers. 

The future holds a prosperous and bright  career for Kait lyn as she w ill complete a surg ical pathology 
fellowship followed by a mult id iscip linary breast  pathology fellowship at  Mayo Clinic. W hile her intent  is to 
pursue a posit ion w ithin private pract ice, maybe she could be persuaded to f ind her calling w ithin the 
Veterans' Health Administ rat ion? 

Congratulat ions, and thank you Kait lyn, for gracing our department  w ith your dedicat ion and hard work. You 
w ill be missed! 

.

RESIDENT GRADUATION

JORDAN REDEMANN, MD  
BY DANIEL BABU, MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR PATHOLOGY 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM, DIRECTOR OF CLINICAL FLOW  CYTOMETRY 

case of d isseminated fungal infect ion d iagnosed from a bedside splenectomy. Perhaps one may have peaked 
if  t hey have published on the spleen w ith Dr. Vasef, but  Jordan?s accomplishments have been cont inuous. He 
was named a chief resident  for 20 20 -20 21 right  when the pandemic phase started, and Jordan helped hold 
the residency program together. Recent ly Jordan was named the w inner of the 20 22 Resident  of the Year 
Award, which ref lect  a high opinion of both AP and CP facult y. 

We all note that , aside from developing into an astute pathologist , Jordan shows an incredib le w illingness to 
lend a hand whenever help is needed... to the point  where we may feel guilt y about  imposing on him. He is a 
wonderful team player, and as a testament  to his affab ilit y, prior hematopathology fellows, even after leaving 
UNM, have asked about  Jordan?s progress in residency (and whether he was pursuing hemepath!) . 
Fortunately, for those of us at  TriCore, Jordan is st icking around at  UNM for addit ional fellowship t raining in 
hematopathology and molecular pathology, and we could not  be prouder. 

A  computer w izard, musician, and worthy D&D dungeon master, Jordan can now  add board cert if ied 
pathologist  to the list  of his many talents. The UNM pathology residency program congratulates Dr. 
Redemann on a phenomenal residency and w ishes him all t he best  in his fellowship t raining and beyond..
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Dr. Kait lyn Nielson isn?t  one for staying w ithin her comfort  zone. 
Unafraid of challenges and new  experiences, she moved from 
the Midwest  to the East  Coast  for medical school and eventually 
her path led her to New  Mexico for residency. Coming to an 
unfamiliar p lace w ithout  know ing anyone was undoubtedly 
overwhelming but  ow ing to her warm and bright  d isposit ion 
Kait lyn delved into our program feeling welcomed and 
supported.

Her colleagues describe her as smart , helpful, resourceful, and 
an overall great  person to have on your team. She always had a 
good at t it ude and was very respect ful of everyone she worked 
w ith. Kait lyn rose w ithin our ranks act ively engaged in clinical 
work and academic endeavors that  have earned her the 
d ist inct ion of 20 21 Resident  of the Year. Kait lyn kept  quite busy 
during residency involving herself in numerous case reports and 
poster presentat ions that  include a case of tall cell carcinoma 
w ith reverse polarit y, a rare subtype of breast  carcinoma w ith an 
unusual molecular profile.

I f irst  met  Dr. Jordan Redemann when he started his 
hematopathology rotat ion in his second month of residency. 
As a brand new  facult y member working w ith a new  PGY1 
for the f irst  t ime, I was nervous that  my inst ruct ion would be 
ineffect ive or uninterest ing to him. However, Jordan came in 
bright -eyed and bushy-tailed, and even working w ith him 
again four years later, it 's apparent  this eagerness has never 
waned.

Jordan came to the UNM residency program from Oklahoma 
where he grew  up and at tended the Universit y of Oklahoma 
for his undergraduate and medical school studies. He 
entered residency w ith a keen interest  in the expanding role 
of technology in pathology pract ice and followed through 
on this, pursuing research projects in art if icial intelligence 
which he converted into mult ip le publicat ions. Addit ionally, 
Jordan gave two seminar series talks on d ig ital pathology 
and most  recent ly on advances in art if icial intelligence, 
which were expert ly delivered and showed st rong command 
of a d if f icult  to understand area. Jordan also published on a 



OUR NEW RESIDENTS
PLEASE JOIN US IN W ELCOMING OUR INCOMING PGY1 RESIDENTS!

RESIDENT GRADUATION

HARLEY SCHAINOST, MD  
BY EMILY HELMRICH, DO, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, NEW  MEXICO OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL 
INVESTIGATOR

driven, that  she advocated for the residents, and that  she was kind to everyone. W hen she was Chief (a 
d if f icult  posit ion in normal circumstances, let  alone during a t ransit ion of program directors) , she worked 
hard to recruit  the best  applicants to our program. She was a role model to junior residents. She volunteered 
for a Big Brothers Big Sisters ?Discovery Fest ival? that  exposed elementary and middle school children to 
pathology in the hopes of having them consider S.T.E.M. careers. She listened to others? feedback and helped 
spearhead an init iat ive to improve resident  d idact ics. In general, whenever there was a need, she seemed to 
always be there to step up and f ill in. 

But  residency is only four years of a much longer career, and the f ield  of medicine has a propensit y to rob 
people of their hobbies and passions as they are required to be at  the hospital w ith a demanding schedule. 
However, Harley cont inued her longstanding history of kindness to animals and people by not  only making 
the residency program a bet ter p lace, but  our A lbuquerque community as well. She somehow  managed to 
f ind the t ime to become a mother, to foster animals in need (many of which required medical t reatment )  and 
to cont inue her hobbies despite moving to a new  state, leaving behind her family. I hope she was also able to 
expand her crazy oddit ies collect ion. 

We are all so excited for her to start  her fellowship here at  the Off ice of the Medical Invest igator, where I 
hope we can provide the same type of welcoming environment  that  she helped to create in our residency 
program. Harley, I hope forensics is everything you want  it  to be and more, and I am so excited to work w ith 
you again! 

A  few  years ago, Harley hosted a welcome party for the incoming 
residents at  her house. I walked up to the front  of the home, 
feeling excited to see our new  colleagues but  also secret ly 
dreading the small talk and awkwardness of meet ing people. 
There was a low-level of anxiety that  comes w ith going to a work 
gathering to welcome newbies?  you know, where you wonder if  
t he new  residents would be friendly, or more important ly, would 
the snacks be good? But  the door opened, and that  anxiety 
d issipated as we were greeted by the cutest  dog that  ever lived 
( in this history of dogs, period). To the right , animal organs and 
other oddit ies were on d isp lay in full force; to the left , t here was a 
room filled w ith nerd memorabilia. Every which way were cats 
want ing at tent ion. And Harley was there, making sure everyone 
was talked to, and felt  welcome. It  was?  leg it . I felt  proud that  she 
invited our new  residents here, to welcome them to the group.  

At tending that  party years ago gave me a g limpse into who 
Harley was as a person outside of work. As her co-resident  it  
wasn?t  hard to see that  she was easy to work w ith, that  she was 
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Harley Schainost  p ictured w ith husband, Cole, and 
daughter, Mazikeen.

Darrell Horton, MD

Dr. Horton w ill be joining us from the Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine. 
Darrell is orig inally from NM and at tended UNM for his undergraduate studies. His 
interest  in pathology formed early, as he was President  of the UNM Student  
Pathology Associat ion and conducted research on intoxicat ion-associated 
arrest -related deaths during medical school. He completed mult ip le rotat ions in our 
department  including in molecular pathology, hematopathology, and surg ical 
pathology. Darrell?s several hobbies include sports ( including root ing for the New  
Orleans' Saints) , video games, and spending t ime w ith his young family.

A lanah Hosford , MD

Dr. Hosford w ill be moving from one state over where she is at tending the Universit y 
of Oklahoma College of Medicine. A lanah received her B.S. from Oklahoma City 
Universit y where she earned several undergraduate awards. She is an act ive 
member and President  of her school?s Pathology Interest  Group. She part icipated in 
research studying virulence factors in fungal kerat it is. A lanah?s hobbies include 
b ird ing, tab le-top board games, baking, and cycling, even complet ing a 10 0 -mile 
charit y ride during her MS3 year. She has also made t ime to g ive back to the 
community, serving as a mentor for the Big Brother & Big Sisters program.

Nathan Lickteig , DO

Dr. Lickteig w ill be joining UNM from the Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine. He 
completed his undergraduate studies at  Kansas State Universit y and W ichita State 
Universit y. His interest  in pathology arose from his career as a medical laboratory 
scient ist  where he spent  several years each at  Regional Medical Laboratories in 
Tulsa, OK, and more recent ly Legacy Laboratory Services in Port land, OR. His 
hobbies include chess and soccer. Though not  orig inally from NM, Nathan has family 
in New  Mexico and has visited several t imes. Init ial subspecialt y interests include 
hematopathology and t ransfusion medicine.

Faye Oakes, MD

Dr. Oakes w ill be complet ing her medical degree at  Duke Universit y. She earned her 
undergraduate degree in Behavioral Neuroscience at  Northeastern Universit y in 
Boston and spent  a couple years as a research assistant  in Boston. During medical 
school, Faye conducted research in autoimmune encephalit is w ith the Autoimmune 
Brain Diseases Clinic. Thankfully swayed from an init ial interest  in psychiat ry, Faye 
completed rotat ions that  confirmed her interest  in pathology and is already a 
cont ributor to PathologyOut lines.com! A  ret ired roller derby p layer and coach, 
Faye?s hobbies include art , team sports, puzzles, and audiobooks.



Photo collage includes Pathology Department  residents, clinical fellows and facult y celebrat ing 20 22 graduat ion. 
Courtesy of Mart ika Percy (PGY2) resident . 
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"Don't  forget  about  all t he things you used to enjoy doing 
when you had more free t ime. They w ill st ill be there wait ing 

for you on the other side!"

- Michael Franklin -



How do you integrate educat ion and t raining  into your laboratory work? 

My lab includes undergraduates, graduate students and postdoctoral fellows from biomedical sciences, 
chemist ry, b iology and engineering backgrounds. This provides a mult id iscip linary environment , which I think 
is a key aspect  for t raining the next  generat ion of scient ists. I also emphasize teamwork, which naturally 
leads to t rainees learning from each other as well as development  of their mentoring and teaching skills. I 
also integrate my laboratory work into educat ion and t raining. My teaching in the Biomedical Sciences 
Graduate Program (BSGP) involves course b locks focused on cell signaling and advanced microscopy 
techniques. I integrate examples from my own research in these lectures. 

Describe your ro le as t he Vice Chair for Research for t he Pathology Department . 

Our department  is very d iverse, w ith facult y engaged in clinical work, educat ion and research. The majorit y 
of the facult y are clinicians and the Department  Chair has t yp ically been a t rained MD. My role as Vice Chair 
for Research is to represent  the basic science facult y, bring ing the research needs to the Chair and help ing 
to form the research mission of the department . I work closely w ith Dr. Jennifer Gillet te (Senior Advisor for 
Research) and the other basic science facult y to develop our priorit ies in research d irect ions, hiring and 
infrast ructure. 

RESEARCH PROFILE

LIDKE RESEARCH LABORATORY: UNDERSTANDING MOLECULAR 
MECHANISMS OF CELL SIGNALING 
BY DIANE LIDKE, PHD, PROFESSOR, VICE CHAIR FOR RESEARCH, SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR UNM 
COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER FLUORESCENCE MICROSCOPY SHARED RESOURCE,

VICTOR AND RUBY HANSEN SURFACE ENDOW ED PROFESSOR IN CANCER CELL SIGNAL 
TRANSDUCTION AND CELLULAR IMAGING

W hat  are t he goals for your lab? 

The overall goal for my lab is to understand signaling in cancer and immune cells. As a b iophysics-oriented 
lab, we quant ify how  protein-protein interact ions and st ructure-funct ion relat ionships regulate signal 
t ransduct ion. To do this, we primarily use f luorescence microscopy techniques to image over a range of 
spat iotemporal scales, from single molecule to single cell to t issue.

W hat  are your research goals? 

Our main research goal is to bet ter understand the molecular mechanisms of signaling in both normal and 
d iseased states, as well as the inf luence of therapeut ics on protein funct ion.  As part  of this goal we also 
develop advanced microscopy methods for quant ifying protein dynamics and localizat ion in cells. This 
includes single molecule dynamics to determine protein-protein interact ion kinet ics (d if fusion, off-rates) and 
super-resolut ion imaging to determine lateral protein d ist ribut ion (oligomerizat ion, aggregat ion). 

W hat  are you current ly working  on? 

We current ly have projects focused on signaling by receptor t yrosine kinases (RTKs), FcERI, and PD-1.  We 
also collaborate w ith Genmab to understand the mechanisms of how  their unique Hexabody ant ibody-based 
therapeut ics alter protein d ist ribut ion and cell signaling outcomes. A  major theme in the lab right  now  is 
about  receptor crosstalk. Typically, the act ivit y of membrane receptors is often studied in isolat ion. But  it  is 
becoming increasingly clear that  intearct ions between d isparate membrane receptors and their signaling 
pathways p lay a crit ical role in d irect ing signaling outcomes or provid ing for therapeut ic escape. We look at  
how  this crosstalk happens in EGFR interact ions w ith HER2 or RON, FcERI crosstalk w ith integrins, and the 
inf luence of PD-1 on TCR.

.

Act in, golg i, nuclear project ion image:  Confocal image 

of A431 cells (epidermoid carcinoma) labeld for act in 
(green), Golg i ( red) and nucleus (b lue). Image acquired 
by Laura Konopka. 

A431 cell expressing EGFR-GFP (green) b inding 

quantum dot -labeled EGF (red).  Image acquired by 
Dr. Diane Lidke.. 

About Dr. Lidke: Dr. Diane Lidke has g iven 
> 110  invited seminars and talks and has 
served as Monitoring Editor for Molecular 
Biology of the Cell since 20 14. This year 
she was named to the Editorial Board of 
the Biophysical Journal. Notable recent  
achievements include the UNM Excellence 
in Research Award in 20 21 and a 2nd t ime 
recognit ion for UNM-BSGP Outstanding 
Mentor Award in 20 21. 
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How d id  you choose t he UNM Pathology Department? 

I f irst  met  Bridget  W ilson, at  a Biophysical Society 
meet ing, when I was just  beginning to look for my next  
posit ion after my postdoc. She invited me to visit  UNM 
and I was impressed by the science going on in the 
department , in part icular by the vision that  Bridget  and 
Jan Oliver had for the NM Spat iotemporal Modeling 
Center, bring ing together cell b iologists, physicists, 
mathemat icians and modelers to advance our 
understanding of cell signaling. W hen Bridget  and Jan 
later recruited me as part  of the STMC, I knew  it  was the 
p lace I wanted to be. 

Super-resolut ion image of act in in a Chinese Hamster 
Ovary cell.  Image acquired by Rachel Grat tan. In 

collaborat ion w ith Dr. Keith Lidke.. 



27

FACULTY NEWS continued 

NEW  FACULTY 

Anna Mendendorp Rautman, PhD,
Assistant  Professor, Forensic Anthropologist , OMI, March 28, 20 22

Julia A llen, MS, Lecturer III,
Medical Laboratory Sciences, July 1, 20 22

Daniel Gallego, MD, Assistant  Professor Clinician Educator, OMI, 
July 1, 20 22

Ryland Richards, MD, Inst ructor/ Fellow, Surg ical Pathology, 
July 1, 20 22

Aidan Kerr, MD, Assistant  Professor, Clinician Educator, OMI, 
August  1, 20 22

John Scariano, PhD, Principal Lecturer III, Medical Laboratory 
Sciences, August  1, 20 22

FACULTY PROMOTIONS

Lauren Dvorscak, MD, from Assistant  Professor to Associate Professor Clinician Educator
Clarissa Krinsky, MD, from Assistant  Professor to Associate Professor Clinician Educator
David  Mart in, MD, from Assistant  Professor to Associate Professor Clinician Educator

Angela Wandinger-Ness, PhD, from Professor to Dist inguished Professor
Coset te W heeler, PhD, from Professor to Dist inguished Professor 

FACULTY RETIREMENTS

Richard Harvey, PhD, Research Professor, Comprehensive Cancer Center, January 31, 20 22

DR. NANCY JOSTE, NAMED CHAIR OF PATHOLOGY 

Dr. Joste also has an enduring interest  in g lobal health and 
has provided pathology services and educat ion to 
underserved populat ions in Cent ral and South America, Africa 
and Cent ral Asia. Her numerous accolades include the 
Department  of Pathology?s Outstanding Professional award 

and the UNM School of Medicine?s 20 17 Leonard M. 
Napolitano, PhD, award. She was also a 20 17 Fulbright  Scholar 
to Peru.

Dr. Michael Richards, Interim Dean of the School of Medicine, 
commented "I want  to congratulate Dr. Joste as she embarks 

on this next  adventure in her career and thank her for her 
incredib le service and devot ion to our state, our mission, our 
pat ients and our learners."

Congratulat ions, Dr. Joste!

Dr. Nancy Joste is now  the permanent  Pathology Department  Chair!  We are grateful to have her skill, 
dedicat ion, and leadership as Professor, Vice-Chair, Interim Chair, and now  Department  Chair. Her work 

at  UNM has combined clinical service through d iagnost ic general surg ical pathology and 
cytopathology, educat ion of medical students, pathology residents and fellows, and research, w ith a 
focus largely in gynecologic malignancies.

She is a board-cert if ied anatomic and clinical pathologist  w ith subspecialt y boards in cytopathology 
and a subspecialt y fellowship in gynecologic pathology. She has a broad expert ise in most  areas of 

surg ical pathology, having pract iced as a general surg ical pathologist  for more than 20  years. She was 
recruited to the Department  of Pathology in 1995 and has been on the facult y since that  t ime. For the 
past  17 years, she has served as the d irector of Anatomic Pathology, overseeing all aspects of surg ical 
pathology and cytopathology. 

NEW  TRICORE CMO: DR. ARAND PIERCE 

In March 20 22, we welcomed TriCore's new  Chief Medical Off icer 
(CMO), Dr. Arand Pierce! As a former member of Pathology 

Associates of A lbuquerque (PAA), Dr. Pierce has served as Medical 
Director of Presbyterian Infusion Services, working closely w ith other 
health care systems and the NM Department  of Health to coord inate 
COVID t reatment  opt ions for all New  Mexicans. He also served as 
Medical Director of Presbyterian's t ransfusion medicine service and 

has provided clinical pathology services for Lovelace, numerous 
regional hospitals, and TriCore ( including TriCore's Special 
Coagulat ion Laboratory) . Dr. Pierce is also a Clinical Associate 
Professor in UNM Pathology, where he act ively part icipates in medical 
student , resident , and fellow  educat ion.

Each year, a select  number of facult y are 
awarded the highest  d ist inct ion in recognit ion of 
outstanding achievements at  UNM, as well as for 
their nat ional and internat ional renown as 
scholars. Two Pathology facult y were recognized 
this year: Drs. Angela Wandinger-Ness and 
Coset te W heeler. Congratulat ions! 
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DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR AWARDS

FACULTY NEWS 



DR. AARON NEUMANN AWARDED PATENT  

A patent  was issued for invent ion, "Rapid Culture Free Pathogen Detect ion via Opt ical 
Spect roscopy." The patent , maintained at  UNM Rainforest  Innovat ions, describes a method for 
photoreduct ive deposit ion of noble metal p lasmonic nanosensors in and on pathogens in medical 

specimens. This method targets rapid detect ion of microbial pathogens in such samples using 
Surface Enhanced Raman Spect roscopy (SERS). U.S. Patent  # 112750 28, March 15, 20 22.

Inventors: Aaron K Neumann (A lbuquerque, NM), Anatoliy O Pinchuk (Colorado Springs, CO), Ke 
Jiang (Colorado Springs, CO)  
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RESIDENT RECOGNITION 
DR. MARY TORREZ SELECTED AS A 20 22 APC SOCIETY OF '67 
KINNEY SCHOLAR   
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Congratulat ions to our Medical Laboratory Sciences Spring 20 22 graduates! Our department  is ext remely 
proud of our graduates, the MLS program, and their mission to serve New  Mexicans through medical 
laboratory sciences. Pictured are the Spring 20 22 MLS graduates and facult y mentors. We w ish them the 
best  in their future careers!

From the Program Director, Dr. Barbara Masten: ?The Medical Laboratory Sciences Program proudly 
graduated nine students on May 13, 20 22, w ith a Bachelor of Science in Medical Laboratory Sciences. Five of 
the nine students accepted local clinical laboratory job offers prior to graduat ion. Of the remaining four 
graduates, three are current ly in the interview  process at  local clinical laboratories and one is cont inuing their 
educat ion as a graduate student  at  UNM.?

M EDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES 
PROGRAM  2022 GRADUATION

The Associat ion of Pathology Chairs? (APC) Society of '67 Board announced the 
select ion of UNM Pathology 4 th Year Resident  Mary Torrez, MD, as one of their 
20 22 Kinney Scholars! Dr. Torrez at tended the 20 22 APC Meet ing in Chicago to 
receive her honored designat ion. The Society of ?67 Board was impressed by the 
qualit y of the many applicat ions they received this year. The process was very 
select ive, so receiving this award is a t rue honor. Congratulat ions, Dr. Torrez!

DEPARTM ENT NEWS 

FACULTY NEWS 

DR. JAY RAVAL AWARDED PILOT GRANT

This year the Pathology Pilot  Grant  funding was awarded to Dr. Jay Raval for his proposal ent it led: 
Therapeutic plasma exchange in severely injured trauma patients with trauma induced 
coagulopathy and multiple organ dysfunction. Dr. Raval?s co-invest igators are Dr. Jennifer Gillet te 
(Pathology), Dr. Marian Rollins-Raval (Pathology), Dr. Richard Marlar (Pathology), Dr. Sarah Moore 
(Surgery), Dr. Jasmeet  Paul (Surgery). 

DR. TAE-HYUNG KIM'S TRANSDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Dr. Tae-Hyung Kim was selected to part icipate in the Transdiscip linary Research on Energet ics and 
Cancer (TREC) Training Workshop at  Yale School of Public Health this year. The TREC Training 

Workshop is designed for ind ividuals in early careers who want  to pursue t ransdiscip linary 
research in energy balance and cancer. This workshop p laces st rong emphasis on mentoring, 
developing and applying t ransdiscip linary competencies, w ith a curriculum specif ically focused on 

energet ics and cancer. Dr. Kim w ill represent  the UNM community and the Department  of 
Pathology at  this in-person workshop in Westbrook, CT.  

DR. JOSEPH GRIGGS AND THE SRMC TRAUMA CENTER   

The UNM Sandoval Regional Medical Center (SRMC) obtained a Level III Trauma Center 
designat ion from the NM Department  of Health in March 20 22. Level III designat ion means that  

SRMC w ill be able to signif icant ly rebalance the load for the UNM Health System by seeing 
lower-level and a few  of the higher-level t raumas at  SRMC. Thanks to Dr. Joseph Griggs, who has 
d irected the TriCore Pathology team at  SRMC over the past  three years to manage our Blood Bank 

and maintain cogent  protocols.  



Congratulat ions to our 20 22 Pathology Staff  Award w inners! 

(alphabetical by 1st name)  Amalia Estanislao, Amber Valdez, Angie Miller, 

Cathy Mart inez, DeeAnna Chavez, James Chavez, Kristen Broesder, 
Ruth Kief, Teresa Quintana and Yuki Yafuso

THE ANNUAL GEORGE D. MONTOYA 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

The Annual Pathology Research Day and George D. Montoya Award Ceremony was held on Thursday, May 
12, 20 22. The event  represented research from different  d ivisions and specialt ies and provided an 
opportunit y to collaborate.

Congratulat ions to this year?s award recip ients of the 20 22 George D. Montoya Scholarship: 

- Biomedical Sciences Graduate Student , Sebast ian Rest repo Cruz, who is pursuing his Ph.D. in the 
laboratory of Dr. Jennifer Gillet te, focusing on the regulat ion of Epidermal Grow th Factor Signaling by 
the membrane scaffold protein CD82.

- Undergraduate student  in Mechanical Engineering, Daisy Belmares-Ortega, who is pursuing her BSME 
and working in Dr. Rama Gullapalli?s lab.

A  special thanks to the Montoya family for their ongoing support  of b iomedical research, and to everyone 
who helps support  the annual scholarship award event . Moreover, kudos to everyone involved in mentoring 
our research t rainees and cont ribut ing to the success of our pathology research program.

DEPARTM ENT NEWS continued 

Rosst in Ahmadian

RESIDENT EDUCATION AWARDS

Jain Zhou, M.D., received the Facult y Teaching Award for 20 21-20 22. Voted on 

by Residents, this award recognizes a facult y member that  demonst rates 
excellence in teaching and mentoring, who goes above and beyond to 

st imulate intellectual curiosit y, excelling in pat ient  care and professionalism in 
the residents they supervise, and serves as a source of inspirat ion as a person 
and physician. 

W ill Kanagy 
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20 22 Montoya scholarship award w inners Sebast ian Rest repo Cruz and Daisy Belmares-Ortega w ith the Montoya family.

ANNUAL  PATHOLOGY STAFF AWARDS
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Arwyn Cunningham, D.O., received the Fellow  Educator Award for 20 21-20 22. 

Voted on by Residents, this award recognizes a fellow  who demonst rates 
excellence in teaching the residents, who goes above and beyond in spending 

t ime w ith all learners, excels in pat ient  care and professionalism, and serves as 
a mentor and role model to residents.

Mary Torrez, M.D., received the Resident  Educator Award for 20 21-20 22. Voted 

on by Residents, this award recognizes a resident  who demonst rates 
excellence in teaching their peers and other learners, who goes above and 

beyond to support  the educat ional mission of the program, and who is a w ise 
mentor for colleagues and junior residents.

Jordan Redemann, M.D., received the Resident  of the Year Award for 
20 21-20 22. Voted on by Facult y and Fellows, this award recognizes a 

resident  that  demonst rates excellence in provision of high qualit y pat ient  
care, depth of medical know ledge, demonst rat ion of pract ice-based 

learning, communicat ion skills, professionalism, and systems-based 
pract ice.

MEDICAL STUDENT RECOGNIZED

Michaela Granados, formerly a UNM Pathology Post -Sophomore Fellow  (PSF) in 
the 20 20 -20 21 academic year, was named one of the ten w inners of this year's 
American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) Medical Student  Award! The 
ASCP Medical Student  Award honors medical students who have achieved 

academic excellence, demonst rated leadership abilit y, and shown a st rong 
interest  in the pathology profession. Congratulat ions, Michaela, we are proud of 
your achievements!
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GRA DUATE STUDEN T A CCO LA DES

Congratulat ions to Sebast ian Rest repo Cruz, Biomedical Sciences PhD student  
in the Gillet te Laboratory, for his 1st  p lace oral presentat ion at  the UNM HSC 
Student  Research Day! The t it le of Sebast ian?s talk was ?Tet raspanin CD82 
Regulates Epidermal Grow th Factor Receptor Signaling by Modulat ing 

Molecular Organizat ion and Dynamics." Congratulat ions to all students who 
presented their work. It  was great  seeing everyone in person this year! 

Congratulat ions again for Sebast ian Rest repo Cruz for receiving the Edmund J. 
& Thelma W. Evans Charitab le Trust  Scholarship. This opportunit y is made possib le by the 
generosit y of Mr. and Mrs. Evans, who loved their community and gave generously to improve the 

lives of people living in New  Mexico. The legacy of Thelma and Edmund Evans is carried on 
through research awards and scholarship opportunit ies awarded to talented students and fellows 

each year. Congratulat ions to Sebast ian for this honor!

Congratulat ions to Taylor Uselman, Graduate Student  Researcher in the 
Bearer Lab, for being awarded the American Society for Invest igat ive 

Pathology (ASIP) 20 22 Marion and Lawrence Muller Memorial Fund! This 
award recognizes Taylor for Excellence in Neurodegenerat ive Disease 

Research, and included a st ipend to at tend the ASIP meet ing in Philadelphia 
from April 1-5, 20 22. Taylor and Amir Nafchi (another graduate researcher in 
the Bearer Lab) were both selected to present  on their work at  the 

conference. Congratulat ions, and good luck, to both of you! Your recognit ion 
is hard-earned and well-deserved! 

CY21 PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
GRANTS & PUBLICATIONS

Total proposals: 89 

Total awards: 67 

Total funding received: $14,641,630

Total scholarly publications: 147 

A SERT GRA DUATIO N

Graduat ion Celebrat ion: NIH K12 Academic Science Research, Educat ion and Training Grant  (ASERT), 
Post -Doctoral Fellows. On left , PI: Angela Wandinger-Ness, PhD, Associate Director, UNM CCC Research, 
Training and Educat ion

.

UPN  GRA DUATIO N

Graduat ion Celebrat ion: 20 21 Undergraduate Pipeline Network (UPN) Cohort , Director: Jennifer Gillet te, PhD, 
NIH: P20  New  Mexico INBRE, American Cancer Society DICR, NIH R25 NCI

DEPARTM ENT NEWS continued 



M AKE A GI FT  
Your g if t  today impacts health care and research for tomorrow. Please consider making a 
recurring, one t ime, or legacy donat ion to one of the follow ing funds:

THE PATHOLOGY EDUCATION FUND
Advance the educat ion and research missions of the department .
VISIT: The Pathology Educat ion Fund

THE FOUCAR ENDOW MENT
Invest  in future Pathologists. Recruit ing and t raining highly proficient  Pathology residents and 
fellows is a top priorit y.

VISIT: The Foucar Endowment

THE GEORGE D. MONTOYA RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Encourage UNM students to pursue a career in b iomedical research.
VISIT: The George D. Montoya Research Scholarship Fund

THE HARVEY ENDOW ED CHAIR AND PROFESSORSHIP

Invest  in Pathology research facult y. Endowed professorships at t ract  and retain expert  facult y who 
teach passionately and lead innovat ive t ranslat ional research.

VISIT: The Harvey Endowed Chair and Professorship

THE THOMAS M. W ILLIAMS & MARGARET G. W ILLIAMS ENDOW MENT FOR 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Support  the greatest  educat ional and t raining needs w ithin the Department  of Pathology.

VISIT: The Dr. Thomas M. W illiams & Margaret  G. W illiams Endowment  for Educat ion and Training

If  you need assistance w ith your g if t  p lease contact :

Maggie Schold, MFA, Director of Development , UNM School of Medicine

Mobile: (50 5) 259-9164 or Email: maggie.schold@unmfund.org

Donate by check, estate p lanning, bequest , charitab le annuit y, insurance g if t , charitab le t rust  and 

more. Thank you for thinking of The Universit y of New  Mexico Department  of Pathology funds as 
you generously g ive!
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UPCOM ING FACULTY TALKS

Marian Rollins-Raval, MD

Thrombosis and Hemostasis Societ ies of North America (THSNA) 20 22 Biannual Meet ing. Chicago, 

IL. Invited Speaker. August  16 ? 18, 20 22. ht t ps:// www.thsna.org / 20 22/ index.php 
1. ?Interest ing Cases in Laboratory Hemostasis and Thrombosis Case Presentat ion.? 

August  15, 20 22, 1:0 0  PM ? 5:0 0  PM.
2. ?Test ing in Acquired Factor VIII Inhib itors.? August  18, 20 22, 8:30  AM ? 9:0 0  AM.

College of American Pathologists (CAP) 20 22 Annual Meet ing. New  Orleans, LA. Invited Speaker. 

October 8 ? 11, 20 22. ht t ps:// reg ist rat ion.experientevent .com/ ShowCAP221 
1. ?M2214: How  to Opt imize or Implement  Laboratory Test ing for Xa-Inhib itory Direct  

Oral Ant icoagulant  (DOAC) Detect ion.? Presented w ith Dr. Geoff Wool, Universit y of 
Chicago. October 8, 20 22, 9:30  AM ? 10 :30  AM.
2. ?S2273: Next  Generat ion of von W illebrand Act ivit y Factor Test ing: Are You 

Performing the Right  One?? Presented w ith Dr. Neil Harris, Universit y of Florida. October 10 , 
20 22, 2:30  PM ? 4 :0 0  PM.

Tae-Hyung Kim, PhD

The US-KOREA Conference on Science, Technology, and Ent repreneurship (UKC) 20 22, Hosted 
w ith Sponsorship from the Korean-American Scient ists and Engineers Associat ion (KSEA). 

Arlington, VA. August  18 ? 20 , 20 22. ht t ps:// ukc.ksea.org / ukc20 22/
1. ?Regulatory Role of Glucose on Cancer Cell Mechanotype and Mot ilit y.? August  18, 

20 22, 2:0 0  PM. Co-Chair of the 20 22 Medicinal and Pharmaceut ical Science (MPS) 
Symposium: Basic and Translat ional Biomedical Research in the Post -Pandemic Era.
2. ?KASBP Session: Metabolism in Health and Diseases.? Session 1 Chair. 

Dario Marchet t i, PhD

The European Associat ion of Neuro-Oncology, Nat ional Meet ing 20 22. ?CTCs: New  Translat ional 

Dimensions to Study Brain Metastasis;? Invited Speaker. Vienna, Aust ria. September 15 ? 18, 20 22. 
ht t ps:// www.eano.eu/ eano20 22/  
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The Universit y of New  Mexico Department  of Pathology gratefully 
acknow ledges W illiam F. Collins and Nancy Risenhoover for the 

design and layout .

Please share your news: HSC_PathAdmin@salud.unm.edu

For more informat ion on our department , p lease visit  our website:

ht tps:// hsc.unm.edu/ medicine/ departments/ pathology/

A CK N OW L EDGEM EN T S
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